
Question Writing 
for Comprehension 

TO DO
1) Sign in

2) Sit with content area

3) Place materials in correct sections 
of your binder

4) Make sure you have your lesson 
book or calendar with you for 
planning purposes
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Objectives for Today

� Explain the Question Writing strategy for improving reading comprehension.

� Prepare to use this practice in your classroom.

� Provide feedback on this PD session so we can improve it for teachers in other 
schools next year.



Agenda

Time Topic

1 hour How to teach the Question Writing strategy
15 minutes Overview of the semester:

Implementation goals and calendar
45 minutes Planning time: 

When will you deliver the model lesson?



In the QW Support Tab:
� Question Writing Practice Opportunities
� Goal Setting Sheet  

In the Left Pocket:
� Strategy Guide for your content area
� Writing Questions While I Read (cue 

card)
� PD Evaluation Form (Green) 
� Certificate

Materials for Today

Project Calendar

In your PD Tab:
� PPT handout
� Model Lesson Packet

�Social Studies* (All teachers)
�ELA
�Science



At your table, please discuss:

� After teaching Get the Gist in the fall, what 
improvements did you notice in your students’ 
reading comprehension?

� What difficulties do your students still have with 
understanding what they read?



One Research-based Solution

Question Writing Strategy
Students stop to write questions about important information or facts at 
predetermined stopping points (i.e., after paragraphs or sections of text)



Why write questions?

� Students stop and…
� monitor their comprehension

� think about what they’re reading

�So they can…
� focus on important information

� comprehend and retain 



The Question Writing Strategy

(Refer to pg. 1 Strategy Guide)





Specific Questions

o Goal is literal comprehension 



Wide Questions

o Focus on inferential comprehension, making connections, or 
applying content  



Social Studies Example 

Benjamin Franklin thought that working to help people was the 
best work to do.  One way he helped people was by opening 
a public library.  In the 1730s, only wealthy people owned 
books.  However, Franklin and a few other people asked 50 
friends to give them a small amount of money.  They used this 
money to buy books.  Then they started a library where people 
could borrow books to read at home.  Today, almost every 
town in the United States has a public library.



Social Studies Example 

Benjamin Franklin thought that working to help people was the 
best work to do.  One way he helped people was by opening 
a public library.  In the 1730s, only wealthy people owned 
books.  However, Franklin and a few other people asked 50 
friends to give them a small amount of money.  They used this 
money to buy books.  Then they started a library where people 
could borrow books to read at home.  Today, almost every 
town in the United States has a public library.



Questions so far before we talk about 
how to teach students to use this 

strategy?



What does the teacher do?

�Step 1: PREPARE an introductory lesson
�Step 2:  TEACH students to use Question Writing
�Step 3:  PROMPT & SUPPORT students to use the strategy regularly 



Turn to your Model Lesson Packet

� Located behind your PPT notes handout

� Includes:

�“How to Model”
�Student Passage

�Answer Key

�Blank Question-Writing Log



Step 1. Prepare your intro lesson.

� What You’ll Need:
�A short passage (5 paragraphs or sections) at students’ independent reading level 

and on a familiar or interesting topic
�Question log

How You’ll Prepare:
a. Choose a text for modeling
b. Chunk the text.
c. Prepare questions and answers for each section of text.

(Refer to pgs. 2-3 Strategy Guide)



Step 1. Prepare your intro lesson.

� Time:  20 to 30 min (two lessons, one for each question type)
� Materials:  

�Your model text and prepared questions (and answers!)

�Blank Question Log (one for you and one for each student)

�Question Writing cue card (one per student)

�Poster (one per teacher)
�Computer, projector and document camera



Student Handouts



Step 2. Teach/introduce/model how to write specific
questions. 

a. Set a purpose
b. Introduce the strategy.

c. Model how to write and answer specific questions.

d. Facilitate guided practice—whole class and in small groups/pairs.

Day 1!

For days 2 and 3, 
review the 

strategy, model 
again as needed, 
facilitate guided 

and independent 
practice



Step 3. Teach/introduce/model how to write wide
questions.

a. Set a purpose
b. Introduce the strategy.

c. Model how to write and answer specific questions.

d. Facilitate guided practice—whole class and in small groups/pairs. 

Day 1!

For days 2 and 3, 
review the 

strategy, model 
again as needed, 
facilitate guided 

and independent 
practice



Let me show you what this might look like in your 
classroom

�Follow along with the steps for 
introducing the process on 
page 3 of your strategy guide

�Use the sample passage 
“Traveling West” and the 
Question log



Set a Purpose for Learning

Sometimes when we read a text we 
don’t read carefully enough or we 
read too fast, but there are several 
strategies that can help us.  You’ve 
already learned about Get the Gist, 
but today we are going to learn about 
question writing, a new reading 
strategy. Usually I ask the questions 
while we read, but now you’re going 
to learn how to ask AND answer 
questions while you read. This strategy 
will help us to understand and 
remember the important information.



Introduce the Strategy



Specific Questions

o Goal is literal comprehension 



Model and Think Aloud: Specific Questions

“Now that I’ve described the 
Question Writing strategy and the 
question type, I will show you how 
to use it.  Look at your passage, 
called ‘Traveling West.’  I will read 
this aloud and stop where it says I 
should write a question.  I’ll use the 
cue card and our classroom poster 
to help me. Follow along and 
watch as I show you how to do 
this.”







Model and Think Aloud: Specific Questions

Question Answer Text Evidence

Why did families travel 
together in a wagon?

Families traveled together in a 
wagon train because it was 
dangerous to travel west 
without protection.

Page 1, paragraph 2



Model and Think Aloud: Specific Questions



Model and Think Aloud: Specific Questions

Question Answer Text Evidence

How long did it take to travel 
west?

It took more than a year to 
travel west.

Page 1, paragraph 3



Model and Think Aloud: Specific Questions



Model and Think Aloud: Specific Questions

Question Answer Text Evidence

What did people build that 
helped everyone cross the 
United States faster?

People built the railroad to 
help everyone travel across 
the United States faster.

Page 2, paragraph 2



Model and Think Aloud: Wide Questions

“Students, we’ve been writing specific questions 
while we read to help us understand and 
remember what we’re reading about. 
Remember, specific questions ask about a 
single important fact or idea from the text. You 
can put your finger on the answer to the 
question in one place. Today I will tell you about 
wide questions. Wide questions are broader and 
ask about a big idea from the text. The answer 
may be in 
• different parts of the same text, 
• the text you’re reading and another text, or 
• the text and in your head (what you already 

learned).



Wide Questions

o Focus on inferential comprehension, making connections, or 
applying content  





Model and Think Aloud: Wide Questions

Question Answer Text Evidence

Why was travel from the East 
to the West so difficult? 
Describe several reasons.

Travel from East to West was 
difficult because it was slow 
and dangerous. People 
traveled in small wagons with 
limited supplies. If the ground 
was muddy, the wagons could 
get stuck.

Page 1, paragraph 2



Model and Think Aloud: Wide Questions





Model and Think Aloud: Wide Questions

Question Answer Text Evidence

Why did people want to travel 
to the West?

People wanted to travel west 
to create new communities, 
spread American customs to 
new places, and find new 
land for farming. People 
believed they were destined 
to move west and grow 
America. This idea was called 
“manifest destiny.”

Page 1, introduction in gray 
and page 2, paragraph 1



Model and Think Aloud: Wide Questions

Yesterday I 
learned from 
the video…    



Model and Think Aloud: Wide Questions

Question Answer Text Evidence

Do you think people thought 
the long, difficult travel to the 
West was worth it? Why or why 
not?

Yes, I think people thought the 
hard travel to the West was 
worth it because once they 
arrived, they could own land 
and set up new towns the way 
they wanted. They probably 
felt like they had more 
freedom.

Page 2, paragraph 1 and 
notes from the video we 
watched



After initial modeling, facilitate:

�Whole-class guided practice with feedback
�Guided practice in small groups or pairs with feedback
� Independent practice with feedback



Timeline:  Delivering a model lesson

�January 13 – 17 OR this week



4. Provide ongoing practice opportunities.

� See handout under “QW Support 
Tab”

� After you introduce and model 
specific and wide questions, you’ll 
provide two practice opportunities 
per week, at least one time with 
text.

Integrate 
question 

writing into 
your existing 
instruction!





Example Text Reading Warm-Up
READ THIS PASSAGE. WRITE ONE WIDE QUESTION AND ANSWER IT.

“There are some ways that you can detect counterfeits.  The first and most telling inspection is to pay attention 
to how the money feels.  It is difficult to reproduce the texture of real money.  If the money feels suspect, look 
carefully at the small printing on the bill.  Many features along the portrait and border of a genuine bill 
contain writing that is too small to reproduce in most printers. If you are still suspicious, hold the bill up to the 
light and look for the strip that says the value of the bill.  With a little attention, you can keep yourself from 
becoming a victim of this rising trend.”

Question Answer Text Evidence

Describe several ways you can 
identify counterfeit money.

You can identify counterfeit 
money by feeling the texture 
of the money, looking at the 
small printing, and looking for 
a strip on the bill only visible 
when you hold it up to light.

(Not applicable since it is just 
one paragraph.  Could give 
students a copy for the week 
and have them highlight the 
evidence.)



Your feedback…

�We want to support you along the way!  
�Please work with Diane Stegall to let us know what you need as you 

implement Question Writing. 

�Challenges or roadblocks?  
�We’ll help you problem solve!



Let’s Review



Why can’t students just answer MY questions?

� Teaching question writing takes a little while, but consider it an 
investment!

�Comprehension of information will increase.

�Spend less time reteaching the information they read.

�Deeper understanding of what they read.

�Retain/remember information longer.

�Monitoring for meaning!
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Putting it All Together:
Implementation Goals and Calendar



Wrapping Up: Implementation Goals

� Use the question-writing strategy with students at least twice per week during 
the spring semester. 
� Use question writing with text as often as possible

� Use a variety of specific and wide questions as appropriate. Mix it up!

� Complete email survey every 2 weeks.



Surveys- Very Important!

� Help us know how 
implementation is going



Get the Gist Survey Results

Strategy 
Usage

Cycle 1  
(9/10-9/21)

Cycle 2  
(9/24-10/4)

Cycle 3  
(10/9-10/19)

Cycle 4 
(10/22-11/2)

Cycle 5  
(11/5-11/16)

0 17% 0% 0% 0% 0%

1-2 58% 49% 43% 44% 37%

3 12% 18% 25% 29% 27%

4+ 12% 34% 32% 26% 34%

How did we do with fall implementation?



January

Deliver 
your model 
lesson this 
week if you 
want!



February



February



March



What about Get the Gist?

� Continue to implement once per week but no surveys about this

� Refer to Gist Practice Opportunities handout



Ongoing Support

� Diane Stegall, MSM Coach
� In-class modeling 

�PLC discussions

�Coaching

�Question-Writing materials



Question Writing Materials

� Everything you need is located at: 
https://greatmiddleschools.org/questions/

NOTE: This is a hidden link and must be typed out

https://greatmiddleschools.org/questions/


Planning Time!
(Then we’ll talk about how to integrate 

this strategy into your regular 
instruction.)



When will you deliver the model lesson?

1.Use the Model Lesson Packet we’ve provided or prepare 
one of your choice.

2.Set a date (this week or January 13 – 17).

3.Be ready to report out.



How will you incorporate practice opportunities into 
your regular instruction?

�Discuss which practice activities are best suited to use in 
your content area.

�Jot down ideas on your Goal Setting Sheet.
�What other resources do you need?
�Be ready to report out.



Questions or comments for us?





Final Thoughts


