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Think about:
� What specific difficulties do students have learning new information from text?

� What are some ways you help students prepare to learn new information from text?

A Common Challenge

Students often have difficulty READING TO LEARN.



One Research-Based Solution

Essential Words Routine:  
Teachers preteach the meanings of 
important words using a simple 
graphic organizer and routine



How is it done?



Why is it helpful?

�Activates students’ background 
knowledge to increase comprehension

�Prepares students for learning new 
information

�Provides the “velcro” for new information 
to “stick to”



What does the teacher do?

STEP 1:  Examine your content and choose words that you need to 
preteach.

STEP 2:  Create a vocabulary map for each word or concept.

STEP 3:  Deliver instruction using the vocabulary maps.



And after that…?  (The Big Picture)

� Students read their text (or engage in a different learning activity)

� Students use what you’ve already taught them to help them learn

� Students engage in additional opportunities to practice these essential 
words



Teacher Instructions



Step 1:  Select Words

� Ask yourself:
�What is most important for my students to learn?
�What are the main learning objectives for this unit or passage?



Checklist for Selecting Words

Words to Choose
� Essential to understanding the main idea of 

the text or unit

� Used repeatedly or frequently encountered

� Not part of students’ prior knowledge

Words NOT to Choose
� Concepts NOT central to the text or unit

� Proper nouns or Latin names

� Specific to a certain situation or topic (e.g., 
discussed only once in the unit)



How many words should I pick?

� Single reading passage = approximately 2 or 3 words

� Entire unit = up to 5 words

REMEMBER:  You know your students best, 
so adjust instruction accordingly!



Step 2:  Develop Vocabulary Maps

Tools available to assist you at 
https://GreatMiddleSchools.org/words

�Template

�Instructions for finding images

TIP:  Divide and conquer!

https://greatmiddleschools.org/words/








Step 3:  Deliver Instruction

.   



Set the Purpose for Instruction

Today I am going to 
teach you some 
important words before 
we read this chapter in 
our novel.

Today I am going to 
teach you some 
important words and 
concepts for our unit on 
the American 
Revolution.

When preteaching essential words 
before reading a text

When preteaching essential words 
before starting a new unit



Teach Using the Vocabulary Maps

� Display the vocabulary map and deliver instruction one word at a time.

� Students:
�Should NOT take notes during instruction, but can record a “connection” or 

their own notes about the word immediately after instruction.

�Should track the teacher with their eyes during instruction.
�Should respond to all teacher prompts and demonstrate understanding of 

the words during turn-and-talks.
� Teach with a BRISK PACE (3-5 minutes per word).



Turn-and-Talks



Synonyms:

Example Sentences Turn and Talk

https://greatm iddleschools.org/toolkits/reading/vocabulary-m aps/

Mercantilism
Definition:  The idea that if a country imports 
cheap raw materials and exports finished 
products, it will become rich

1.Mercantilism was the European economic 
policy from the 1500s to the 1700s

2.Mercantilism was a cause of frequent 
European wars and led countries to expand 
their colonies.

RELATED WORDS: Trade, import, export

1. If you lived during this time and wanted 
to become rich, would it be better to be 
a colonist or to live in England?  Why?



Ideas for Additional 
Opportunities for Practice



The Frayer Model



Example or Nonexample Questions



Sentence Creation Prompts


